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Gary girls’ softball competes in State, National, and Local tournaments 
     Gary girls’ softball competes three 

weekends in a row thanks to funding by 

the American Legion Auxiliary! Huron 

hosted the SD State softball tournament on 

July 23 and 24th.  Gary sent 4 teams to the 

state tourney; 18U, 16U, 14U and 12U. 

Almost all the girls and families stayed in 

the same hotel so there was lots of fun and 

team bonding going on before and after 

the games.  The 18 and under team won 2 

games and lost 2 games.  The 16 and un-

der team also won 2 games and lost a heart 

breaker early Sunday morning after one 

player got hit in the face and needed 

stitches under her eye. The 14 and under 

team won 2 games to make it through to 

Sunday, but also lost their first game Sun-

day. The 12 and under team was the most 

successful at state tournament.  They won 2 

games on Saturday and then lost to rival, Cas-

tlewood, putting them in the loser bracket on 

Sunday. They played four games in a row, 

winning all of them to put them in the cham-

pionship game. The 12U team earned State 

Runner-Up! 

     The National ASA Tournament was held 

in Watertown, SD the following week starting 

on Thursday, July 28th through Sunday, July 

31st. An opportunity of a lifetime for  

Back Row: Coach Laurie Kallhoff, Coach Jeff Varcoe, Steph 
Prokop, Jaedon Groenwold, Elizabeth Morris, Brook Cleveland, 
Becca Bauman, Rebecca Kallhoff, Jessie Kloos, & Coach Jerry 
Kockelman. Front Row: Natalie Dinius, Larissa 
Kockelman, Jenna  Kockelman, Natalie Kallhoff, 
Camille Deslauriers & Haley Varcoe. 

Back Row: Nicole Kamrath, Coach Sabrina Stockman, Regan 
Hansen, Coach Todd Stockman, Kortni Arndt, Kayelee John-
son, Abigail Rangaard, Tabitha Stockman, Haley Winters, & 
Tara Pederson. Kneeling: Mia Greenman, Morgan Cleveland, 
Taylor Bauman, Tiffini Stockman, Makenzie Hemish & Cam-
mie Weber. 



our Gary girls!  One of the traditions at the National 
tournament is to do a gift exchange with the first two 
teams that you play. The gifts are to represent your 
home town. Thank you to all the Gary businesses that 
willing donated items to be put into our 120 gift bags!  
Team check-in was on Thursday and first games were 
also played on Thursday. More pool play games on 
Friday as well as opening ceremonies. During opening 
ceremonies all 58 teams were introduced and walked 
out on the infield.  It was an amazing sight with over 
600 girls out on the field and over 800 fans in the sta-
dium! All four of our Gary teams represented our small 
town very well!  And our 12U earned the 3rd place tro-
phy at the National tournament! 
Although four of our six Gary girls’ teams had already 
played in two exciting tournaments, all six teams were 
up for the challenge of our local league tournament 
held in Brookings, August 6th and 7th.  Our 10 and un-
der team completed an undefeated season by winning 

the Championship in four games!  The younger of our 
two 12U teams, did very well by winning a few games 
and placing 5th.   The older 12U team made it an excit-
ing tournament by losing to Castlewood, coming back 
through the losers bracket to face Castlewood again, 
and then beating them twice to take home the 1st place 
trophy and medals!  The Gary 14U team took home 2nd 
place medals, beating everyone in the league except 
Castlewood.  With only 2 teams entering the 16U age 
category, our Gary girls easily defeated the Brookings 
Wildcats in two games, bringing home the champion-
ship trophy and medals.  The Gary 18U team made it 
an exciting Sunday afternoon. They lost the first game 
of the day, only to come back through the loser’s 
bracket to face Clear Lake Aftershock in the final 
game.  We needed to beat them twice to win the trophy. 
We won the first game, forcing a 2nd game, but just 
couldn’t hold them off a second time. So the 18U team 
earned 2nd place medals.  Quite a sweep of the local 
tournament for our Gary girls!  10U – Champions, 12U- 

Champions, 14U – Runner-up, 16U- Champions, 18U – 
Runner-up! 
Congratulations to all our Gary Girls’ softball teams!  
And thank you for the monetary and moral support 
from the American Legion Auxiliary and all Gary busi-
nesses and fans!       By: Laurie Kallhoff 

Back Row: Coach Al Saltee, Anita Henningsgaard, Ricki Kallhoff, 
Kiley Mercer, Christina Mueller, Brianna Herzog, Coach Lance 
Moeller & Katelyn Smith. Front Row: Lisa Fales, Hailie Moeller, 

Hannah Duis, Amanda Ansueew, Becca Saltee & Tara Kockel-
man. Not pictured: Kate Oellien, Casie Baer & Rachel Wigton. 

Back Row: Coach Scott Jessen, Lisa Fales, Makayla Van-
Derostyne, Abigail Trieb, Brandi Merritt, Morgan Merritt, & Coach 
Mark Jessen. Front Row: Tara Kockelman, Hanna Jessen, Leah 
Jessen, Shelby Haight, Kayla Fairchild, Ricki Kallhoff & Manager 
Luke Jessen. 

Back Row: Coach Ron Antony  & Coach Terry Haas 
Middle Row: Shonteera Haas, Karrissa Hoyles, Meaghan Siev-
ers, Rachel Jessen, Rachel Baer, Chelsie Kallhoff, Peyton 
Korinek  
Front Row: Samantha Antony, Kaitlin Varcoe, Jennifer Mueller, 
Taylor Haugen, Sarah Halldorson, Becca Kamrath 



District #61 School House 

This is the first Gary school in Gary, SD. The picture was donated 

to the Gary Historical Ass'n by Jan Lynch. The pic-

ture was taken in approximately 1898. This school 

was torn down in 1906. 

This is the house that the old school house was made 

into. The old..first school house was built on the west 

side of the Gary creek along with the Herrick Hotel. The 

Herrick Hotel was moved up on the hill where the Le-

gion dance hall stands today. The first school was taken 

down and Mr. Herrick built the house shown here in this 

picture. The house still stands, it is where Warner and 

Verna Volk lived for several years. It is located on the 

west side of the creek in the area where the first school 

was built.  



1957: Gary School Auditorium built with all  

volunteer labor. 

Gary’s School Song
Gary’s School Song  

  
We are from Gary 
We are from Gary 

High School,High School,  

Orange and Black 
Orange and Black 

our colors true;
our colors true;  

And our duty to de-
And our duty to de-

fend them,fend them,  

We’re a joyful, 
We’re a joyful, 

jolly crew.jolly crew.  

And we’ll fight 
And we’ll fight 

without slack, 
without slack,   

Fight for honor 
Fight for honor 

of our high school,
of our high school,  

And our colors Orange and Black.

And our colors Orange and Black.  

By: Miss Phaye Golly and Margaret Hinsvark 

"School Days", also known as "School 

Days (When We Were a Couple of 

Kids)", is an American popular song writ-

ten in 1907 by Will Cobb and Gus Ed-

wards. Its subject is a mature man and 

woman looking back sentimentally on 

their lifelong friendship and their days in 

primary school.The best known part of 

the song is its chorus: 

The Television Generation 
Teachers nowadays are having 
a hard time getting youngsters 

to learn their ABC’s. Says one: 
―Most of them seem to think V 

comes right after T.‖ 
School days, school days 

Dear old Golden Rule days 

'Reading and 'riting and 'rithmetic 

Taught to the tune of the hick'ry stick 

You were my queen in calico 

I was your bashful, barefoot beau 

And you wrote on my slate, "I Love You So" 

When we were a couple o' kids 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Popular_music
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1907_in_music
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gus_Edwards_(songwriter)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gus_Edwards_(songwriter)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Primary_education
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Refrain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethic_of_reciprocity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_three_Rs
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caning#Educational_use_in_home_and_school_context
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calico_(fabric)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slate_(writing)


HAROLD WILLIAM ANGLE 
Born: Sunday, January 24, 1932 at Madison, South Dakota. 

Died: Friday, June 17, 2011 at Vermillion, South Dakota. At the age: 79 years, 4 months, 23 days 

 Harold William Angle was born January 24, 1932 in Madison, SD to Walter and Edith (Kieffer) 

Angle. He graduated from high school in Gary, SD. After graduation, he moved to Sioux Falls where he 

began working for John Morrell. 

 Harold was united in marriage with Marjorie Stommer on October 10, 1952 in Hopkins, MN. The 

couple made their home in Sioux Falls. In the early 1970s, he worked as a realtor for Nordstrom Realty 

and also had several other jobs throughout his life.  

 Harold lived a very active life. He coached softball for all five of his girls and several other teams. 

He also enjoyed bowling for many years. Harold and Marjorie loved to dance so the couple took classes and went to dances 

often. Singing in choir was also a very important part of his life. He participated in the Elk’s choir and the Grace Lutheran 

Church choir. Harold also enjoyed the great outdoors especially if it involved fishing or camping. He greatly valued the time 

spent with family and friends. 

 Grateful for having shared his life are his 5 daughters, Sue (Terry) Soutar, Sioux Falls, Jan (Duane) Eisenberg, Sioux 

Falls, Cherri Angle, Sioux Falls, Beth (Mike) Blom, Georgetown, TX, Kathy (Ahmad) Muqbel, Tampa, FL; 3 sisters, Alice 

(Orlyn) Johnson, Pharr, TX, Jean (Jim) Bower, Redfield, SD, Virgie (Jerry) Brand, Redfield, SD; 11 grandchildren, Tammi 

(Jon) Hawley, Michelle Soutar, Troy (Natalie) Eisenberg, Brianna Gough, Matt (Lindsay) Kockx, Aaron (Laura) Blom, Ryan 

Blom, Chris Kockx, Joni Blom, Brennan Ahnberg, Whitney Kockx; 13 great-grandchildren; and many nieces and nephews. 

 Harold was preceded in death by his wife, Marjorie, on January 24, 2005, his parents, grandson, Travis Eisenberg, 2 

brothers, Bob Angle and Danny Angle, and sister, Elaine Jongwirth. 

 Harold’s family requests that memorials be directed to Grace Lutheran Church. 

VISITATION Begins at 12:00 PM Monday, June 20, 2011 with family present to greet friends from 5:30-7:30 PM at George 

Boom Funeral Home. 

FUNERAL SERVICE 1:00 PM Tuesday, June 21, 2011, at Grace Lutheran Church. Pastor Siri Sorenson, Officiating. 

Ellyn Donahoe, Vocalist How Great Thou Art and In The Garden 

Special Music- Somewhere Over the Rainbow and Walk Through This World With Me 

Congregational Hymn-Borning Cry 

INTERMENT at Hills of Rest Memorial Park in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.  

Blessed be his memory. 

DNB/South Dakota Bankers Scholarship  

Brittany Fairchild of Gary South Dakota was recently 

awarded one of the two DNB National Bank’s $1000 

scholarships.    This scholarship is awarded to a gradu-

ating high school senior who attends an accredited 

South Dakota college, university, vocational/technical 

school, or community college on a full-time ba-

sis.   This $1000 scholarship is jointly funded by funds 

from  The South Dakota Bankers Foundation and the 

Gary Branch of DNB National Bank of Clear Lake. 

Brittany, a 2011 high school graduate, will be attending 

Mitchell Technical Institute and majoring  in Medical  

Laboratory Technology.    She participated in numerous school activities one of which was the Academic Assis-

tant program where she had the opportunity to assist teachers in their daily routine.     She has also taken ad-

vanced classes for college credit in College Algebra, Advanced Literature and Advanced Chemistry and received 

the Distinguished Academic Achievement Award.   Brittany has had the opportunity to shadow technicians as 

they perform their jobs in a community clinic.    These experiences have helped define her career path in the 

medical field.  

Brittany is the daughter of Dennis Fairchild of Gary and Dawn Thomas of Chamberlain. 

Robert S. Law, president of DNB National Bank congratulates Brittany on being awarded  the $1000 scholarship 
and wishes her well in her continuing education. 



Chief Grey Eagle 
Last of the Lakota Sioux War Chiefs! 

Everyone knows the last great Indian 
War Chiefs lived and died in the 19th 
century and given modern times, there 
will likely be no more forever. Then 
came Chief Grey Eagle, a warrior who 
came from another time and place! 
Yet he was also a powerful warrior 
and leader in the here and now. Chief 
Grey Eagle has had emblazoned upon 
his heart, mind and soul, the spirit of 
the Great War Chiefs of a long ago 
time. He would use his awesome lead-
ership and commanding presence to 
mold the modern day Indian Nations 
and make of them a force with which 
to be reckoned. Join with us now as  

meet Chief Grey Eagle, last of the Great Lakota Sioux War Chiefs. 
     There are those who believe the age of the Indian Warrior is long past - relegated to history. But the 
age of the mounted warrior riding across plains has yet another date with destiny. We travel to the La-
kota Sioux Reservation, where a man-child has been born. Tradition says he was born of the bloodline 
of the greatest of the Lakota War Chiefs, and their spirit dwells within him. It is said of this man-child 
that he shall stand in two worlds, with feet of iron. This unique prophecy has come to complete fulfill-
ment, howbeit in a most unlikely manner.  
     He was known by his people as Grey Eagle, a name that was derived from the color of his eyes. 
While his lineage was that of full blood Lakota Sioux, his eyes somehow had turned out solid gray. His 
family lives among a spread of trees atop a high ridge, overlooking a large valley below, with moun-
tains in the distance. The hawk and the eagle fly overhead and the young boy grew into manhood, 
amazed at their power. Young Grey Eagle was like all boys his age, but often he would break away 
from the group and walk alone. Sometimes his mother gazing off into the distance would find him, as if 
in a trance. His only response was, I shall be like unto them, for I am Grey Eagle!  
     A mother’s love understood that in some way her son was special. Even as a boy she knew, her 
son had the eyes of a warrior and a leader of men and she knew that someday her son would come to 
fulfill his destiny. His natural abilities seemed to be greater and stronger than other boys his age. He 
could see and hear with greater intensity, and his alertness was above those of his peers. It was his 
mother who gave him the name 'Grey Eagle' because she said; "he has the eyes of an eagle." While 
young Grey Eagle's father worked long hours and worked hard to provide the necessities of life. His 
mother often took time to walk and talk with her son, as they would stroll among the trees and high 
places. Places, said Grey Eagle, "where I can hear the wind talk to me."  
     As Grey Eagle grew into his teen years, he gained a great interest in the history of his people, and 
the great warrior leaders of the past. He also studied the ancient art of war, the bow and the lance. 
Soon the growing boy became an expert and was known among his people as a young warrior. Grey 
Eagle undoubtedly has the power of enormous commanding presence. The other boys never made fun 
of him or picked on him, for he seemed to literally dominate the situation, howbeit in the manor befitting 
the early prophesies spoken of him while still a child. Still regardless of his growing influence he was 
kind and mannerly. When Grey Eagle turned 16 years of age, he attended a great pow-wow, a celebra-
tion of their tribal heritage and culture. The costumes and artifacts of his people were everywhere. But 

Chief Grey Eagle 



according to the ancient ways of his people, and his work was most impressive. 
     It was on this particular occasion that Grey Eagle's life would completely change course. He had 
stopped along the way for refreshment when he met a soldier in uniform. The soldier was an Army Ma-
jor, a war veteran, and a member of the elite Special Forces. Many medals of valor covered his chest, 
and Grey Eagle thought to himself; here is a true warrior. He excused himself while asking to speak to 
the soldier, who was sitting alone. Afterward Grey Eagle made his decision; even at the age of 16 he 
had become an expert in the ancient Indian art of war. Now he must learn the way of the modern war-
rior. Grey Eagle was only 17 and 6 months when he graduated from High School, afterward he at-
tended the Indian Junior College not far from his home.  
     Grey Eagle was still six months away from his 21st birthday when he walked into the Army Recruit-
ing Office and sought to join. "I want to be in the Special Forces," he said! The Sergeant explained the 
process to him, that he would attend boot camp, then afterward if he were among the few qualified, he 
would be assigned to Special Forces Training. The young Indian Brave took the opportunity and greatly 
excelled as he went through boot camp: Time passed and he found himself wearing the insignia of the 
Special Forces. He then sought to attend Officer Training School and gain his commission, which hap-
pened just as he had hoped.  
     The years past and Grey Eagle was eventually promoted to the rank of captain when war broke out 
in the Middle East. Grey Eagle was ready, and he knew it. Since some time ago when he was a boy 
back on the reservation, he knew this moment would come and he was ready. He would prove himself 
and earn the title Lakota Sioux Warrior, the greatest among his people. The enemy paid dearly for wag-
ing a war, which involved Grey Eagle. Thousands of the enemy died at the hands of Grey Eagle, and 
even more of our own troops were spared from certain death. He return to the States in due course of 
time with his Chest covered with more medals of valor than were possessed by the Army Major that 
had impressed him so much when he was only 16 years of age.  
     During his tour of duty in the army, he had become a small arms weapons and tactical expert. He 
also became an expert at turning the enemy technology against them and he could even fool our own 
night scopes and heat detectors. Some of those who fought with him even boasted that he could turn 
invisible. Grey Eagle had done well in the Army Special Forces, and became the youngest Major in 
Army Special Forces history. Still, he knew this was but a prelude to what destiny had in store for him. 
Something more waited for him, and he intended on finding out the answer to life's question: "Why am I 
here?"  
 
     There is still more of Chief Grey Eagle’s story which will conclude in the September issue. We were given 

special permission to share this story with you. We hope you enjoy reading it as much as we have. 



 

 

Cont. from July issue. 

           In the 19th century, the railroads hired hunters to exterminate the 

      buffalo herds, in order to force the tribes onto reservations. As the   

      buffalo quickly came almost extinct, both the Dakota and Lakota  

      were forced to accept white-defined reservations in exchange for the 

      rest of their lands. Domestic cattle and corn were given to the Sioux 

      in exchange for buffalo, making the Sioux dependent upon the gov 

      ernment for food and payments guaranteed by treaty. 

           In 1862, after a failed crop the year before and a winter of starva

      tion, the federal payment was late to arrive. The local traders would 

not issue any more credit to the Dakota and the local federal agent  

told the Dakota that they were free to eat grass. As a result on August 

17, 1862, the Sioux Uprising began when a few Dakota men attacked 

a white farmer, igniting further attacks on white settlements along the Minnesota River. The US Army put the 

revolt down, then later tried and condemned 303 Dakota for war crimes. President Abraham Lincoln remanded 

the death sentence of 285 of the warriors, signing off on the execution of 38 Dakota men by hanging on Decem-

ber 29, 1962 in Mankato, Minnesota, the largest mass execution in US history. 

 

The Nakota 

 

     The Nakota, also known as the Yanktonai or Yankton Sioux, split from the Dakota and moved to the prairies 

in the region that is now southeast South Dakota. They were divided into three bands: Yankton who are now on 

the Yankton Reservation in South Dakota, the Upper Yanktonai who are split in between the Standing Rock 

Reservation in South Dakota and the Devil’s Lake Reser-

vation in North Dakota; and the Lower Yanktonai who are 

split between the Crow Creek Reservation in South Dakota 

and the Fort Peck Reservation in Montana. [This is the 

Reservation I grew up on in Wolf Point, Montana. Joyce 

Baer]. 

 

 

 

Modern Sioux 

 

     In 1980, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that the Sioux Indians were entitled to an award of $17.5 million, plus 

5% interest per year since 1877, totaling about $106 million in compensation for the unjust taking of the Black 

Hills and in direct contravention of the Treaty of fort Laramie. The Sioux have refused to take the money and sits 

in a trust fund in Washington, collecting interest. Today, there in division among the Sioux as to whether to claim 

the money, therefore relinquishing their rights to the Black Hills forever, or to press for the return of the Black 

Hills.                                                                                                                                            Legends of the West 

Hunters killing the Buffalo  

Indian Tipi’s set up on the Prairie 



Greetings from Canby. . . 
On June 27, 2011 the new 

motel  opened for guests, just 
three days before the Tower 
Motel was due to close and 

become the property of Matt 
and Kari Wagner, who are 
turning the Tower into an 

apartment complex for incom-
ing MN West students. 

We, in Canby, are thrilled to 
have this new business, but 
know that it will be a plus to 

our Gary neighbors too. When 
the Ridge gets full, during 

Gary events, Canby is within 
easy travel for accommoda-

tions and visa versa!  
Sadly, The Apollo, (DeToy’s) 

has gone out of business. 
Sanford Medical has pur-

chased the building, but as yet 
we have not been informed as 
for what purpose. The Canby 
Bakery building has also been 
sold, not the business, just the 

building, therefore, Canby 
will not have a bakery on 

Main street at the end of this 
month. Delightful Treasures  

has purchased the Bakery.  
The Dollar & Sew is closing 
after only a few months. Pro-

gress can be a wonderful 
thing, but it is hard to lose the 
old reliable, dependable per-
sons, places and things we 

have counted on for years. We 
just take for granted that they 
will be there tomorrow and 

the next day...until they 
aren’t. I hear people say, ―I 

miss the old Midway café.‖ ―I 
miss DeToy’s.‖ ―I miss 

Jake’s.‖ ―I miss Clobber’s 
Corner.‖ ―I miss Bud’s pool 
hall.‖ and on and on. Memo-

ries are made of these…!  
Support the business’s that we 
do have or one day they too, 

may be gone. 
Until next time,   
Joyce Baer 

 

Canby Inn & Suites  

Artist’s design of the 28 unit with pool for the Canby motel. 

Before and after of the 

Canby  
Inn & Suites  

Photo’s courtesy of Canby Inn & Suites Face Book page  

used with permission. 

One of the beautiful rooms. . . Call 507-223-6868  
to make your reservations! 



A sincere and heartfelt THANK YOU THANK YOU 

to everyone who helped to make our 5050th 

Wedding Anniversary celebration so spe-

cial! Your gifts of love and friendship over 

the past 5050 years have meant so much to us 

and we feel extremely blessed. Thank you 

to those who brought gifts and to those 

who helped in any way with our day.  

God bless you all! 

Dede and Larry Burlingame 

  (continued from                  June issue)   

     While Sam is busy digging I will give you some            information on mining the way it was back then. 

     The quest for gold and other precious minerals drew tens of thousands of immigrants to the West. In 1848, a 

millwright named James Marshall discovered gold at Sutter’s Mill , California. His discovery touched off the 

first and greatest western gold rush. Within two years, 100,000 people had flocked to California to make their 

fortune. Would-be miners arrived from around the world. Most ended up sick, broke, or both. Merchants sold 

goods and services at highly inflated prices. 

     Men made up nearly all of the gold seekers who rushed west. A few women mined, but most worked as enter-

tainers in saloons or dance halls, as seamstresses, or as laundresses who washed miners clothes. Other women 

operated boardinghouses or worked at prostitutes. Chinese immigrants also set up laundries in some mining 

camps, but they often faced discrimination and violence. 

     Subsequent finds drew more fortune hunters to other western sites. Southwestern Oregon yielded gold nuggets 

in the year 1850’s, luring miners north from California. Prospectors flocked to the area near Pikes Peak in Colo-

rado and the Comstock Lode in Western Nevada in 1859. In 1873 four Miners hit the ―Big Bonanza,‖ a vein of 

gold and silver near Virginia City, Nevada. [Ben, Adam, Hoss, and Little Joe? perhaps??] In the mid-1870’s, 

gold miners poured into the Black Hills of South Dakota. The town of Deadwood became famous for its lawless-

ness, corruption and prostitution. In 1878, prospectors discovered rich deposits of silver near Leadville in  

central Colorado. 

     Other minerals also spurred mining booms. Copper deposits in Butte, Montana; Bingham Canyon, Utah; 

Jerome, Arizona, provided employment for many miners. Toward the end of the 1800’s, oil, known as ―black 

gold,‖ became the great strike-it-rich commodity of the West. Bartlesville, Oklahoma, became an oil boom town 

in 1897, followed by Beaumont, Texas, in 1901. 

     A typical mining camp. A prospector pounded wooden stakes into the ground to mark his claim. If he found 

no gold, he ―pulled up stakes‖ and moved. He might also unscrupulously ―salt‖ the claim—that is, he would plant 

a few gold nuggets there to trick a buyer into purchasing the worthless site. 

          Mining camps began as primitive, homemade affairs. One gold seekers explained, ―I pitched my tent, built 

a stone chimney at one end, made a mattress of fir (branches), and thought myself well fixed for the winter.‖ 

Miners built shacks out of logs and scraps of wood and canvas. Lice, rodents, and other pests infested the primi-

tive dwellings. 



     Most miners began working their claim by panning. They dipped up sand and gravel from the riverbed into a 

metal pan and swirled it around. Heavier gold settled to 

the bottom. Fine ―flour‖ gold might require using mercury 

to form a mixture from with the gold could be separated. 

Miners could use a box on rockers to agitate gravel and 

water, thus removing the gold from the mix. More elabo-

rate claims might include a sluice, a 

series of long, slanted wooden boxes 

into which was dumped gravel and 

water. This action separated the tail-

ings (lighter earth) from the heavier 

gold. Away  from river sites, miners 

searched for quartz, a 

glassy rock that often contained gold. 

The hacked away at the earth with 

pickaxes and shovels.  

 

Life in the mining towns. Few 

women and children lived in mining 

camps. Only if a mining camp grew into a more stable town did the popula-

tion diversify. If the camp prospered, it might grown into a boom town with retail stores, a jail, 

saloons, dance halls, and assay offices to evaluate and weight gold. [Did you notice that there 

was no mention of churches]. 

     Mining booms swelled local populations quickly, outstripping the supply of almost every-

thing, including food and work animals. Men sometimes killed each other for such necessities. 

Some mining communities formed governing councils and created codes of conduct. These 

councils handled robberies, assaults, and other crimes, In some cases, mob violence and lynch-

ing’s took the place of legal proceedings. Organized police forces and judges came only gradu-

ally to the West. 

      Water was very difficult to find in these gold rush towns, so the locals earned a great 

deal of money by selling water to the immigrants for as much as $100! History has it that 

Levi Strauss started his business during this time. The trouser was created to stand up to 

the wear and tear of the rough conditions of the mining or gold digging. 

     Conflicts broke out between mining companies and miners as the latter tried to organ-

ize into labor unions. Such labor groups as the Western Federation of Miners protested, 

demanding legal protections and better conditions under which to work. The labor organ-

izer Mary Harris Jones, better known as ―Mother Jones,‖ spent her long life working to 

improve conditions for miners.                                               

Information gathered in-part from World Book. 

Miner’s Cabin. Photo courtesy of  Denver Public Library 

―Mother Jones‖  

Quartz 

Pan of gold 

Pick-axes 

911 St. Olaf Avenue North  

P.O. Box 148 

Canby, Minnesota 

507-223-5505 

www.jims-market.com 

YOU CAN COUNT ON US FOR 

  Quality   Service    Freshness 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/da/Mother_Jones_1902-11-04.jpg


Is this in your History Book? 

The Pledge of Allegiance was written in August 1892 by the socialist minister Francis 
Bellamy (1855-1931). It was originally published in The Youth's Companion on Sep-
tember 8, 1892. Bellamy had hoped that the pledge would be used by citizens in any 
country. In its original form it read: 

"I pledge allegiance to my Flag and the Republic for which it stands, 
one nation, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all." 

In 1923, the words, "the Flag of the United States of America" were added. At this time it 
read: 

"I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America and to 
the Republic for which it stands, one nation, indivisible, with liberty 
and justice for all." 

In 1954, in response to the Communist threat of the times, President Eisenhower en-
couraged Congress to add the words "under God," creating the 31-word pledge we say 
today. Bellamy's daughter objected to this alteration. Today it reads: 

"I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, 
 and to the republic for which it stands, 

 one nation under God,  
indivisible,  

with liberty and justice for all." 
 

Do you know what all our forefathers went through to secure for us  
“liberty and justice for all.”  www.wallbuilders.com 

Circa 1800’s PTA 

The staff of the Gary 

Interstate would like to 

extend best wishes to all 

students, teachers and 

staff for the 2011-2012 

school year. 

 

Stay safe & healthy! 

Gary Interstate Archives. . .School Year Opens With Small Increase 

 The 1951-52 school year was started Tuesday morning at 9 o’clock and a compilation of the pupils enroll-

ing show just a slight increase in both the high school and grad school departments.  

 In the high school there have been 12 freshmen registered, 16 sophomores, 11 juniors, and 6 senior, a total 

of 47. 

 In the grades, 10 youngsters are entering for the first time,  7 are in the second grade, 11 in the third, 11 in 

the fourth, 15 in the fifth , 8 in the sixth, 10 in the seventh, and 10 in the eighth grade, at present, a total of  82. 


